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only detect VV above the cock. It should, perhaps, be left out of account.
So much for the letters on these coins. As for the globular marks which occur singly, and in one instance to the number of six, I separate them entirely from the letters, because, although bearing on the same subject, they are not, in my opinion, connected with them directly. For, in the first place, they hold a position in the field of the coin quite distinct from the letters. The latter are found now on one side of the cock, and now on the other; while the single globular mark occupies always the same position, being put close up to the cock, in the bend of its back. Thereby it is brought into an intimate relation to the bird offered up to the goddess of the healing spring, and, without any additional evidence, it might be fairly assumed that this globule was a sign of sacrificial import. Perhaps I can support the assumption by further evidence.
There is an obol of somewhat later times (though much too early to admit of attribution to Thermae Himerenses), and of Attic weight, which was sold, not very long ago, with the Boyne collection of Greek coins. The sale catalogue, compiled by a competent expert, describes it thus: " O over cock to right, and rev. bearded head of Heracles in square incuse/' This differs from Gabrici's description of the obverse, for he says: " Gallo stante a dr. sopra <?." I have not been able to trace the present owner of the coin. But a careful examination of it on Plate III. (No. 16) of Gabrici's work shows that the object close to the back of the cock is not 9, but O, as there is absolutely no space for the down stroke between the circle and the bird. There appears indeed a very slight connection. This has beeu